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What is 

ά{ƛƴƎƭŜ {ƛƎƴ hƴΚέ



Single Sign On is a mechanism 

by which a person can use a 

single username and password 

to gain access to different 

independent resources.



ÅAbility to enforce uniform enterprise 
authentication and/or authorization 
policies across the enterprise in a 
centralized place

ÅEnd to end user audit sessions to 
improve security reporting and auditing 

ÅSignificant help desk cost savings

Advantages of Single Sign On



Implementing SSO

Step One:

Understand what the 

customer wants.



What customers sayǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘΧ

Username:

Password:

Login



What customers reallyǿŀƴǘΧ

LDAP

Profile 
DB

User 

Provisioning 

Process

Username:

Password:

Login

Acme ós Intranet



ÅSign-on Automation

ÅSingle Username

ÅAuthenticate Once

ÅIdentity Federation

Flavors of Single Sign On

(Hack)

(LDAP)

(Oracle SSO)

(Shibboleth)



Hidden Complexities

ÅSimple Authentication

The other 80%:

ÅDelegated Authentication

ÅSynchronization

ÅProfile retrieval

ÅNew user provisioning

ÅFederation

= 20%



Implementing SSO

Step Two:

Building the Solution



An extensible authentication 

framework that allows developers 

to easily integrate Movable Type 

with any authentication system.

MT::Auth



Å ¢ǳǊƴ  ƻƴκƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘέ ƭƛƴƪ

ï boolean can_recover_password()

Å Allow a user to edit their profile locally

ï boolean is_profile_needed()

Å ¢ǳǊƴ  ƻƴκƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ άƭƻƎƻǳǘέ ƭƛƴƪ

ï boolean can_logout()

Å Are passwords used with profiles?

ï boolean password_exists()

Å Specify your own login form

ï string login_form()

Functions for Modifying the UI



package MT::Auth::OpenID;

sub can_recover_password { 0; }

sub is_profile_needed  { 1; }

sub can_logout { 1; }

sub password_exists { 0; }

sub login_form {

return <<END_HTML;

<form><input name=ñurlò /></form>

END_HTML

}



Å Process a login request

ï int new_login()

Å Provision a new user

ï int new_user()

Login Processing



package MT::Auth::OpenID;

. . .

sub new_login {

use Net::OpenID;

my $auth = shift;

my ($app, $user) = @_;

$app - >{redirect} = $URL;

# OpenID Unicorns do their magic

}



package MT::Auth::OpenID;

. . .

sub new_login { . . . }

sub new_user {

my $auth = shift;

my ($app, $user) = @_;

# $user is an MT::User object

# make your changes

return $user - >save;

}



Å Retrieve credentials from current session

ï struct fetch_credentials(%ctx)

Å Verify credentials for each request

ï int validate_credentials(%ctx)

Å±ŜǊƛŦȅ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ άƭƻƎƻǳǘέ

ï int invalidate_credentials(%ctx)

Session Management



package MT::Auth::OpenID;

. . .

# Session management inherits from

# base implementation

@MT::Auth::ISA = qw( MT::Auth::MT );



Å Retrieve a single user

ï int synchronize_author()

Å Retrieve all users

ï int synchronize()

Å Retrieve all users in a group

ï int synchronize_group()

Synchronization



Å±ŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ŀ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-formedness

ï boolean is_password_valid()

Å Is the user registration form valid?

ï int santity_check()

Å Delegate authentication to an external system

ï boolean delegate_auth()

Other API Methods



[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜΧ



OMG Docs!



http://developer.sixapart.com



http://code.sixapart.com



AIM: byrnereese



!ƴŘ ƛŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ

try over 3000

pronet@sixapart.com
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The following slides were added at the last minute to 
address questions that came up during the previous 

talk given by Jay Allen.



A Word About Plugins



Needlessly complex

Vs.

Just complex enough



Modifying the App

Without Breaking

Future Upgrades



What People 

Have Actually Built



Right Fields
Turn Movable Type into a robust 
Content Management System.



Right Fields
Turn Movable Type into a robust 
Content Management System.



Feed Manager

Never touch XML. Ever.

ÅPodcasting 
support

ÅComment 
Feeds

ÅFeed Reader 
Integration



Widget Manager

Drag and drop widgets for your 
blog.



Media Manager
Turning your blog into an Amazon store front.



Media Manager
Turning your blog into an Amazon store front.



Plugin Manager
Making plugin installation and 
upgrading as easy as point and click.



ÅJay Allen

ï NotifyWho, Comment Challenge, Comment 
Workflow

ÅDan Wolfgang

ï Better File Uploader

ÅChad Everett

ï MT-Notifier

People who can help you:


